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The Outline Bible Club Course of the American Institute of Sacred 
Literature in June closed its year on "The Foreshadowings of the 
Christ." Within four years 8,000 persons have studied this subject 
under the direction of the Institute. In October " The Founding 
of the Christian Church," a historical study of the Acts, the epistles, 
and the Revelation, will occupy the attention of the clubs and individual 
students. The course takes up the history in five parts: (1) " The Primi- 
tive Church in Jerusalem," Acts 1-8 : ia; (2) "The Church Scattered 
Abroad and Preaching the Word," Acts 8 : i<$-i2,with parallel accounts 
and the epistle of James ; (3) and (4) " Missions to Asia Minor, Mace- 
donia, and Greece," Acts, chap. 13 to the end, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 
Galatians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Romans, Philippians, Philemon, Colos- 
sians, Ephesians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus. It will be seen that 
these two parts cover, practically, a life of Paul. Each epistle is studied 
in connection with the circumstances which called it forth, and brings 
its contribution to a knowledge of this wonderful life. (5) "The Clos- 
ing Period of the Apostolic Age," the letters of Peter and Jude, the 
letter to the Hebrews, and the Revelation and letters of John. 

The material is subdivided into sections for each day's study, and 
the following quotation from the direction sheet will show with what 
care the entire course is worked out, always with the idea of teaching 
the student to find facts for himself : 

First day. § 1. Readvss. 1-5 ; consider what "the former treatise " is; find the 
passage of that other book in which the things referred to in vss. 3-5 are narrated ; 
note especially the parallel of vs. 4 (Luke 24:49). What is " the promise of the Father "? 
Now notice the subject and scope of the former book as here described (vss. I, 2), and 
observing that that book ends with the promise of the Father, and that this one begins 
with the same, consider (1) what relation the author suggests as existing between the 
periods covered by the two books, and (2) what he suggests as in some sense the theme 
of this book. 

Read vss. 6-1 1 ; notice what this passage contains that is not in Luke 24:50-53 ; 
and what idea present in vss. 1-5 is here emphasized again. Sum up in a few words 
the instruction concerning their life work conveyed to the disciples by the events of this 
paragraph. 

Read vss. 12-14; of what command previously reported are these events the 
fulfilment ? 

Second Jay. § 2. Read vss. 15-26; consider what conception of the nature and 
importance of the office of apostle is implied in the thought that Judas' place must be 
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filled ; what were regarded as the necessary qualifications of an apostle, and what hi.- 
chief duty as an apostle \cf. l.uke 24:47, 48). 

Third day. § 3. Read vss. 1-4 ; notice carefully all the external features of this 
event; then consider what was the spiritual fact of which these were the outward sym- 
bols ; recall the reading of yesterday and the day before, and try to form a conception 
of the real significance of this event in relation to the history of the church. Read 
vss. 5-13 ; consider (1) whether the presence of men of these various nationalities at 
Jerusalem formed any part of the reason for " beginning at Jerusalem ; " (2) what the 
fact that all these heard the gospel in their own tongue suggests as to the mission of 
the gospel ; (3) whether this narrative has any relation to the purpose and scope of this 
book. 

The work for individuals and clubs is the same, but each month 
suggested programs are sent to clubs. The following are the programs 
of the first two meetings : 

FIRST MEETING. 

Special topics. — The day of Pentecost (descriptive) ; a sermon in 
the early days ; its occasion ; its text ; its effect ; Peter the preacher ; 
the earlv persecutions ; the organization of the church, and the daily 
life of its members. 

General. — Map drill ; the geographical spread of Christianity in 
the period before the death of Stephen. Discussion : In what did 
" conversion " consist, and how did it differ from the term as used 
today ? 

SECOND MEETING. 

Special topics. — Stephen — deacon, preacher, martyr ; early evangel - 
istic work outside Jerusalem ; the early life and conversion of Saul ; 
the gospel for the Gentiles; also the origin and growth of the idea, 
and its reception by the church. 

General. — Map drill; discussion ; let each member give his opin- 
ion as to whether religious persecution is likely to accomplish the pur- 
pose intended, and his reasons for such an opinion. 

All the material of the course is provided by the Institute in the 
monthly direction and question sheets, and in the Bible itself. If, how- 
ever, students or club leaders wish to do outside reading, a list of books 
is recommended. The following pamphlets bearing upon the course 
have been specially published for Institute students : " Rome and 
the Provinces ;" "The Expansion of Judaism ; " "The Conversion of 
Saul ;" "Rome in Paul's Day;" "Paul's Experience as a Factor in 
his Theology ; " " The Transition from Judaism to Christianity ; " 
" The Personal Character of Peter, Paul, and John as Affecting their 
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Special Work;" "The Theology of John and Paul Compared;" 
"Christianity at the Close of the First Century." 

For convenience the biblical material has also been arranged and 
reprinted in proper historical relation (with notes) in a volume entitled 
Records and Letters of the Apostolic Age. 

The plan is explained thus in detail for the benefit of readers of 
the Biblical World who may like to organize clubs in their churches 
in the early autumn. 

In a little pamphlet, which will be sent to anyone desiring it, 
Rev. O. C. S. Wallace, now chancellor of McMaster University, has 
set forth the benefits to pastor and people which came through the 
Bible clubs conducted in his church in Toronto during a period of 
years. 



